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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Leominster  Borough  Council 
Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1955,  which  has, 
as  usual,  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

Almost  two  hundred  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  1955 
(the  majority  occurring  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year),  but  as 
•serious  complications  were  few,  the  outbreak  did  not  occasion  anxiety. 
Over  half  of  the  cases  were  in  children  of  school  age. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  within 
the  borough.  Paralysis  developed  in  only  one  of  the  four,  and  she  (an 
adult)  made  satisfactory  recovery.  Research  into  the  methods  by  which 
this  disease  is  usually  disseminated  throughout  a  community  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  first  case,  pointed  to  personal  hygiene  as  being  of 
paramount  importance  in  localising  the  infection.  In  order  to  limit  the 
opportunities  for  persons  who  have  been  in  close,  household  contact  with 
a  case,  to  meet  or  associate  with  other  members  of  the  public,  a  policy  of 
■“house  and  garden”  quarantine  was  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  recommended  for  adoption  in  a  memorandum  to  Medical  Officers  of 
Health.  Our  efforts  to  apply  these  quarantine  restrictions  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  contacts  of  our  four  cases  met  with  a  good  response  from  the 
persons  affected,  all  of  whom  voluntarily  undertook  to  restrict  their 
activities  for  the  period  of  three  weeks.  Some  difficulty  and  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  arose  with  one  or  two  contacts  because  of  loss  of  earnings  (which 
was  substantial  in  some  instances),  and  because  life  within  garden  walls 
for  three  weeks  became  insupportable  or  unbearable  for  them.  Though 
one  cannot  say  whether  or  n,ot  the  restrictions  did,  in  fact,  limit  the  out¬ 
break  to  the  three  families  involved,  it  did  become  clear  that  unless  some 
arrangements  are  made  to  cover  the  damage  suffered  by  contacts  through 
loss  of  earnings,  this  policy  of  “house  and  garden”  quarantine  will  break 
down.  It  is  obvious,  that,  in  a  community  such  as  ours,  neglect  of  the 
restrictions  by  one  or  two  close  contacts  would  influence  others  to  do 
likewise;  and,  theoretically  at  least,  would  make  the  observance  of  quar¬ 
antine  by  others,  almost  valueless,  because  the  uncooperative  contacts 
might  simultaneously,  be  disseminating  the  infection  widely.  Until  pro¬ 
tection  by  vaccination  is  freely  available,  it  seems  that  all  we  shall  be 
able  to  do  in  future  is  to  institute  strict  control  of  close  household  con¬ 
tacts  who  are  employed  in  the  food  trade  or  whose  work,  for  example, 
teaching,  brings  them  into  intimate  daily  contact  with  children. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  Council  was 
required  to  prepare,  by  30th  August,  1955,  a  programme  for  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  property  in  the  district  that  is  unfit  for  human  habitation,  to 
state  the  total  number  of  such  houses  in  our  area  and  the  number  we 
intend  to  demolish  in  the  ensuing  five  years.  The  facts  as  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Lpcal  Government  are  set  out  in  the  text. 
Our  ability  to  discharge  our  obligations  under  this  Act,  for  the  first  five 
years’  period  at  least,  has  been  prejudiced  by  a  decision  of  the  Wye  River 
Board  made  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  under  the  Rivers  (Prevention 
of  Pollution)  Act,  1951.  The  difficulty  arises  from  the  lack  of  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  for  the  Borough  and  the  ccntinuing  discharge  of  raw 
sewage  into  the  River  Arrow.  The  Board’s  present  demands  now  exceed 
those°  originally  included  in  the  Ministry’s  consent  to  the  erection  of  the 
first  instalment  of  houses  on  the  Westfield  Walk  Site;  and,  in  effect, 
would  compel  the  Council  to  go  to  the  expense  of  constructing  a  tem¬ 
porary  sedimentation  tank  now,  followed  by  a  small  sewage  treatment 
plant  for  about  110  houses  in  two  years’  time  unless  by  then  the  contract 
for  our  main  sewage  treatment  plant  has  been  signed  and  the  work  com¬ 
menced.  Because  the  Council  considered  these  demands  to  be  unreason¬ 
able  and  impracticable,  it  was  resolved  that  a  formal  appeal  be  made  to 
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the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1951.  These  requirements  of 
the  Wye  River  Board  were  made  known  after  the  holding  of  a  Public 
Inquiry  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  October 
18th,  into  the  application  of  the  Council  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £117,160 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  new  sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  dis¬ 
posal  scheme  for  the  Borough.  The  salient  points  from  the  evidence 
presented  at  the  Inquiry  by  the  Town  Clerk  and  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  are  included  as  an  addendum  to  this  annual  report. 

The  recurrence,  from  time  to  time,  of  serious  flooding  in  certain 
parts  of  the  town  has  been  a  source  of  considerable  concern  to  the 
Council;  and  during  the  year  the  Wye  River  Board  were  urged  to  take 
action  to  prevent,  or  at  least  to  alleviate,  the  distress  and  inconvenience 
arising  from  this  flooding  of  built-up  and  mainly  residential  areas.  The 
proposals  placed  before  the  Board  aim  at  diverting  the  flood  waters  to 
the  north  of  the  Kington  Branch  Railway  Line  and  to  the  east  of  the 
main  Hereford /Shrewsbury  Railway  Line.  It  is  hoped  that  success  will 
attend  the  Council’s  efforts  in  this  connection. 

The  interest  shown  in  our  day  to  day  work  by  the  Chairman  (Coun¬ 
cillor  Mrs.  P.  P.  Peatt)  and  by  the  members  of  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Committee,  has  been  a  source  of  considerable  encouragement  to 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  so,  once  again,  we  acknowledge  our 
indebtedness  with  pleasure. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Public  Health  Office:  4,  Church  Street,  Leominster. 

Telephone  No.:  Leominster  2595. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955) 

according  to 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


OF  THE  AREA 

.  8,728 

.  6,120 

the  Rate  Books  1,887 

.  £41,045 

.  £161  4s.  7d. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

•  •  • 

93 

45 

48 

(Illegitimate) 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

4 

Total  ... 

•  *  • 

99 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

•  •  • 

— 

Total  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

DEATHS  . 

0  9  1 

86 

43 

43 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL 

CAUSES 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

•  •  • 

Nil 

(Illegitimate) 

•  •  • 

Nil 

i 
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16.2 

15.0 

19.8 
23.1 
14.0 
11.7 
Nil 

24.9 


COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1955 

J?ate  lFer  I’OOO  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

gJJJ  5irtl?  Rate  (Per  MOO  total  live  and  still  births)' 

Stdl  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Dea‘h  (Per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 
i^eaLh  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ; 

Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live' births)  ' 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

CLINICS  L  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

the  fol?nw^naherC-°U?ty-i  Council  and  ReSional  Hospital  Board  schemes 
t  e  following  clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district: 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

OrthoD^d^CliniV111110  i?onday  and  Friday,  10  to  11  a.m. 

SnPPrh  Thp  C  .  .  Tuesdays  (by  appointment). 

ChilH  hpTht  aiPy  C hmc  .  Wednesdays  (by  appointment) 

Vacc1na^oCnh0l°Sy  .  appZtment) 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  !"  Frfdav,  2  to  4  m°ntl ^  11  a-m- 

Dental  Clinic  .  Fndavc'  2  1  Pm ' 

.  Fridays,  2  to  4  p.m. 

All  the  above  clinics  and  the  Orthopaedic  After  faro  riin.v  u •  u 

b"‘-  "• ht5 » 

-  asaa  acon&a 

WATER 

PIPED  SUPPLIES  (Public  Water  Mains) 

At  th»lwIVlti0n  ,°f  „piped  water  was  continued  throughout  the  year 
is  in  option  *  Pump,ng  Station  a  modern  type  chlorination  plant 

(1)  The  piped  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has 
m  general  been  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  (b)  in  quantity, 

(2)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

(a)  RoWhYchTER  Bf 1 FORfE  TREATMENT-3  samples  taken  all 

Of  which  were  free  from  organisms  of  faecal  origin. 

(b)  WATER  AFTER  CHLORINATION — 43  samples  taken  all 
xt  whlch  were  free  fr°m  organisms  of  faecal  origin. 

(3)  No  plumbo-solvent  action-hard  water. 

(4)  ACTION  IN  RESPECT  OF  ANY  FORM  OF  CONTAMINATION 

— Immediate  re-sampling. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from  Public 

Water  Mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  .  .  1.715  houses 

Approximate  population  ...  5,600 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  .  28  houses. 

Approximate  population  ...  70 

Of  approximately  368  occupied  houses  in  the  Out-parish,  ap¬ 
proximately  210  houses  are  supplied  with  piped  chlorinated 
water. 
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SHALLOW  WELLS  or  SPRING  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  relying  on  spring  or  well  water 
is  as  follows: 

Out-parish  ...  ...  ...  158 

Approximate  population  ...  ...  460 

REMARKS 

The  following  Out-parish  areas  are  not  provided  with  piped 
supplies: 

Brierley,  Elms  Green,  Stagsbatch,  Aulden  and  Wintercott,  Stretford 
and  Hennor,  Wharton  and  Marlbrook. 

WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 

(a)  Piped  supplies  (House  taps,  Waterworks  Well,  Mid¬ 

summer  Meadow  Well  and  Western  Supply  Well)  ...  46 

(b)  Wells  and  boreholes  and  springs  ...  ...  ...  20 

(c)  Open  air  Swimming  Bath  (all  samples  satisfactory)...  24 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE 

House  drains  and  other  buildings  (old  premises) 


Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  tests  ...  . . .  '  . .  8 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  9 

Cleansed,  trapped  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  64 

Inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Septic  tanks  built  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sinks  installed  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

Additional  closets  and  conversions  ...  ...  ...  10 

Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


BOROUGH  PROPER — Drainage  of  old  premises  is  in  the  main  poor, 
consisting  usually  of  unjointed  pipes,  devoid  of  inspection  chambers  or 
ventilation  shafts. 

No  Borough  sewage  works  exists  and  sewage  disposal  is  to  an  open 
ditch. 

OUT-PARISH — New  houses  drained  to  septic  tanks. 

Approximate  number  of  occupied  houses  drained  to  sewer: 


Borough  Proper  ...  .  .  ..  ...  ...  1,504 

Out-Parish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  70 

Number  of  houses  not  drained  to  sewer: 

Borough  Proper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Out-parish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

RIVERS  AND  STREAM'S 


Flooding  on  several  occasions  involving  occupied  houses  was  ex¬ 
perienced  during  the  year  in  the  Bridge  Street,  North  Road  and  Mill 
Street  areas. 

TENTS  AND  CARAVANS 

Camping  does  not  exist  on  a  large  scale  No  sites  registered. 
Caravans  removed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  REMOVAL,  DISPOSAL  AND  TREATMENT 


(1)  Collection — Borough  Proper 

Out-Parish 

Dustbins  renewed 

(2)  Disposal  of  Refuse 

(3)  Treatments  against  Rodents 


Vehicular  collection  once  per 
week. 

Vehicular  collection  weekly  or 
fortnightly  according  to  locality. 
104. 

Tipping. 

Periodical  Baiting  and  Poisoning. 


DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS 

Premises  fumigated  or  disinfested  ...  19 

Mode  of  operation — Fumi gators  and  liquid  spraying. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  sewers  received  two  treatments  at  certain  manholes.  Little 
evidence  of  rat  infestation  was  found  in  the  sewers.  The  Public  Abattoir, 
Sewage  Ditch  and  Refuse  Tip  received  periodic  treatments. 

SEWERS: 

Number  of  manholes  treated  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  2 

DWELLING-HOUSES,  FARMS,  BUSINESS  PREMISES  AND 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  PREMISES: 

Number  treated  against  rats  .  100 

Number  treated  against  mice  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  re-treatments  ..  ...  14 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Number  on  Register  (excluding  Buildings  Sites)  .  82 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  .  •  •••  •••  59 

Number  of  written  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  •••  2  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (unsuitable, 

defective  or  insufficient)  ...  8  / 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOUSING 

The  Total  Problem  (ajt  11th  August,  1955— Estimated) 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under 
Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  3W 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 
securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  10/15  years 

Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (ii  in  clearance  areas  and  already 

covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  •  80 
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140 


10 


120 


Action  in  the  first  five  years 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 
areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five  years 
will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have  been 
included  in  a  clearance  order  or  a  compulsory  purchase 
order  submitted  to  the  Minister  . 

(V)  Number  of  houses  (iii)  and  (iv)  to  be  patched  (if  necessary) 
and  retained  within  the  five  years  under  section  2  of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary 
accommodation  ...  . 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii)  and  (iv)  to  be  demolished 
in  the  five  years 

(vn)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in 
operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the  five 
years  as  a  result  of  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  IV36  ...  ...  ###  #  ^ 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

(1)  The  total  number  of  applications  for  new  Council  houses  at 
31st  December,  1954  was  315.  At  the  31st  December  1955 
the  applications  totalled  333 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  situate  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas 
prior  to  1940  and  still  standing  is  79  of  which  69  are  occupied. 

(3)  Number  of  applications  for  new  Council  houses  from  tenants 
of  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  and  potential  Clearance  Areas— 
61,  made  up  as  follows: 

Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  ...  18 

Potential  Clearance  Areas  ...  43 

(4)  Percentage  of  total  housing  applications  from  tenants  of  Con¬ 
firmed  Clearance  Areas  and  potential  Clearance  Areas: 

Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  ...  5.4% 

Potential  Clearance  Areas  ...  12.9% 

On  reviewing  the  above  statistics  it  would  appear  that  the  obvious 
answer  to  the  Leominster  housing  problem  is  the  provision  of  more  and 
more  Council  houses. 

the  yean,  1936-1939  when  the  building  programme  was  on  a 
house-for-a-house  system  the  margin  of  difference  between  the  rents 
of  slurn  houses  and  new  replacement  Council  houses  was  negligible,  and 
the  problem  associated  with  the  displacement  of  persons  from  old  houses 
to  new  Council  houses  presented  little  difficulty. 

A  future  programme  based  entirely  on  a  “house-for-a-house”  basis 
taken1  of ’in  ltSClf  provide  a  true  solution  to  the  position  unless  account  is 

(a)  The  wide  gulf  between  rents  of  new  and  old  houses. 

(b)  Low  income  groups. 

(c)  Aged  persons. 

MISCELLANEOUS  STATISTICS 

(1)  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  subject  to  Demolition 

Orders  occupied  at  31st  December,  1955  .  4 

Demolished  during  the  year  ...  ] 

(2)  Number  of  improvement  grants  authorised  .  'll 

(3)  Houses  improved  with  grants  . .  4 
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(4)  Temporary  Habitation  Certificates  authorised  in  respect 

of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(5)  Tenants  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year 

(6)  Number  of  Clearance  Area  houses  demolished  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(7)  Total  number  of  Clearance  Area  houses  demolished: 

Pre-war  1939  ...  ...  ...  60 

Post-war  41  ...  101 

(8)  Individual  unfit  houses  demolished  voluntarily  and  under 
Section  11  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Pre-war  1939  14 

Post-war  16  ...  30 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  YEAR 

(a)  ,  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..;  ... 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  . 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

(c)  Without  State  Assistance: 

(1)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

(a)  Borough  . 5 

(b)  put-Parish  .  5 


42 

32 

0 
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WESTFIELD  ESTATE— NEWLANDS  ROAD  (Private  Enterprise  Section) 
One  house  completed  and  occupied. 


WESTFIELD  ESTATE  (Council  Houses) 

The  Westfield  Estate  has  a  total  of  118  inhabited  post-war  Council 
houses,  all  of  traditional  type.  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year — 20.  Further  development  is  proceeding  with  traditional  type 
houses. 


GATEWAY  LANE  ESTATE  (Council  Houses) 

Twelve  flats  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  inhabited  Council  houses  on  the  Gateway  Lane  Estate 
is  now  220. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES  AND  FLATS. 
BOROUGH  AND  OUT-PARISH 


Built 

Pre  1939 

Built 

Post-war 

1947-55 

Old 

Houses 

acquired 

Total 

Caswell  Estate 

Caswell  Terrace 

8 

_ _ 

_  . 

8 

Caswell  Crescent 

28 

_ 

. 

28 

Caswell  Road 

54 

, 

. 

54 

Worcester  Road 

8 

— 

- - 

8 

98 

Gateway  Lane  Estate 

Croft  Street 

...  43 

4 

. 

47 

George  Street 

-12 

- 

42 

Churchill  Avenue 

. 

2 

_ 

2 

Mortimer  Street 

39 

_ _ 

39 

Mortimer  Close 

12 

. 

12 

Mortimer  Place 

2 

_ 

2 

Holland  Road 

6 

20f 

_ _ 

26 

Wigmore  Street 

...  10 

16+ 

26 

George  Street 

. . .  — 

24* 

— 

24 

220 

Westfield  Estate 

Westfield  Walk 

_ _ 

9 

9 

West  Croft 

— 

22 

22 

.Sandpits 

— 

62 

_ 

62 

Pump  Piece 

•  •  • 

24 

_ 

24 

Newlands  Road 

Individual  Areas 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

118 

Cranes  Lane 

6 

1 

6 

Rainbow  Street 

6 

- - 

— 

6 

12 

Out-Parish  Estate 

Hengrave  Green,  Ivington 

Property  Acquired 

.  .  .  - * 

12* 

— 

12 

12 

Bargates 

— ■ 

— 

3 

3 

Dishley  Street 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Etnam  Street 

— 

— 

•7 

J 

7 

West  Croft 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Library  House 

— 

- - 

1 

1 

Grange  Court 

. . .  — 

— 

1 

1 

14 

TOTALS 

...  210 

250 

14 

474 

t  Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  (10  year  type). 

*  Permanent  prefabricated  houses  (Airey  type). 

*  Permanent  prefabricated  houses  (Cornish  Units). 


SUMMARY 

Types  and  numbers  of  Council  houses: 

Permanent  Prefabricated — Airey  type  ...  ...  28 

Permanent  Prefabricated — Cornish  Unit  ...  ...  24 

Temporary  Prefabricated  bungalows  (10  year  type)  ...  ...  20 

Traditional — brick-houses — 376 

Traditional — brick-flats  —  12  .  388 

Old  houses  acquired  .  .  ...  ...  14 

Total  ...  474 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY 

(1)  Routine  inspection  of  dairies. 

(2)  Collection  of  samples  of  designated  and  non-designated  milk 
for  analysis. 

(a)  Examination  for  bacterial  cleanliness  and  heat  treatment. 

(b)  Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  etc. 

(3)  The  major  portion  of  milk  supplies  retailed  in  the  district  is 
designated  milk  and  mainly  pasteurised. 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  .  .  ...  48 

Ordinary  Milk  (Biological)  .  2 

10  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  3  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
failed  to  conform  to  standards  laid  down.  Re-samples  were  satisfactory. 
Biological  tests  on  milk  samples  were  satisfactory.  Bottle  washing  plants 
are  in  operation  at  two  establishments. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  no  food  factories  in  the  area  other  than  retail  shops,  bake¬ 
houses,  restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens. 

Routine  inspections  for  cleanliness  are  carried  out  from  time  to 
time  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  and  Byelaws  made  thereunder. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  operation  in  the 
district.  All  retail  premises  have  electric  continuous  freezers  and  retail 
pre-packed  ice  cream  only. 

SAMPLING 

Sampling  for  bacteriological  analysis  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time. 
Number  of  samples  falling  into  Grade  1  (satisfactory)  ...  6 

Number  of  samples  falling  into  Grade  2  (satisfactory)  ...  3 

Total  samples  taken  ...  9 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
TYPE  OF  PREMISES 

(a)  GROCERS  (including  sale  of  fruit,  fish,  vegetables,  game 
and  prepacked  ice  cream) 


NUMBER  OF  PREMISES 

36 


(b)  SWEETS  AND  SUGAR  CONFECTIONERY 

(including  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream) 

(c)  RESTAURANTS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

(including  fish  and  chip  fryers,  sale  of  pre-packed  ice¬ 
cream) 

(d)  LICENSED  PREMISES  (Hotels,  Inns  and  Clubs) 

(e)  BAKERS  AND  CONFECTIONERS 

(f)  BUTCHERS  . 

(g)  SCHOOL  CANTEENS  . 

(h)  CORN  STORES  AND  SHOPS 

(i)  MOBILE  VEHICLES  (snacks) 

Total 


10 

12 

30 

8 

9 

3 

4 
1 

113 
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NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES,  by  TYPE,  REGISTERED 
UNDER  SECTION  14  of  the  FOOD  and  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
<j )  SALE  OF  PRE-PACKED  ICE  CREAM 

Grocers 

Restaurants  and  catering  establishments 
Sweets  and  sugar  confectioner}' 

Confectioners 

...  ...  •  •  \ 

Dairies 

Cinema  . 


Total 


6 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

22 


<k)  PREPARATION  OR  MANUFACTURER 
OR  POTTED.  PRESSED,  PICKLED,  OR 
FOOD 


OF  SAUSAGES. 
PRESERVED 


Butchers 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Fish  Fryers 


Total  ...  11 


Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  (excluding  farm  dairies)  ...  4 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

(1)  Condemned  meat  and  other  material  from  abattoir — after  green 
staining — collection  by  private  buyer. 

(2)  Other  Foods — Incineration  or  buried. 


The  undernoted  foods  were  surrendered  during  the  year: 

Canned  Meats  22  tins;  Canned  Meats  (loose)  7  lbs.;  Fruit  223  tins;  Fruit 
98  lbs.;  1  box;  Vegetables  20  lbs.,  27  jars;  33  tins;  Fish  14  tins:  lam  1 
tin;  Milk  35  tins;  Cheese  18  packets;  Sausages  71  lbs.,  2  tins:  Bacon/Ham 
77  lbs.,  10  tins;  Imported  Beef  178  lbs.;  English  Beef  34  lbs.;  Soup  39 
tins;  Fish  Cakes  28;  Custard  9  gallons;  32  packets;  Cake  Mixtures  146 
packets;  Gravy  Powder  92  packets;  Sponge  Mixture  39  packets;  Malted 
Milk  24  tins;  Tongue  4  lbs.;  Lard  56  lbs.;  Malt  1  jar;  Cup  Chocolate  62 
packets;  Coffee  Spread  11  packets;  Salad  Cream  3  bottles. 


MEAT 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  of  Leominster. 
Throughout  the  year  slaughtering  arrangements  at  the  Council  abattoir 
have  been  conducted  by  the  Leominster  Butchers  Abattoir  Co.  The  major 
amount  is  for  areas  outside  ihe  Borough  of  Leominster.  Very  few  cows 
were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 
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• 

Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

1189 

158 

5396 

2849 

Number  inspected  . 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

1170 

156 

5306 

2786 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

1 

10 

3 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

121 

1 

84 

41 

tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

10.5% 

1.3% 

1.7% 

1.6% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

— • 

— • 

1 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

11 

— 

— 

21 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1% 

.8% 

organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

— 

by  refrigeration 

— 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
Approximate  weight  of  diseased 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

meat  dealt  with  . . 

2,7131bs. 

41  lbs. 

7501bs. 

9481bs. 

TOTAL:  1  ton,  19  cwts.  3  qrs. 

ABATTOIR— built  in  1877 

FEATURES  PERTAINING  TO  PREMISES— 

(1)  Layout  and  general  facilities  sub  standard. 

(2)  Fabric  in  state  of  disrepair  and  unwholesomeness. 

(3)  Artificial  lighting  poor.  •  , 

(4)  Absence  of  hanging  room  or  cooling  room  for  reception  of 

dressed  carcases. 

(5)  Absence  of  overhead  runways  for  transfer  of  dressed  carcases 

to  clean  conditions. 

FEATURES  ARISING  FROM  ABOVE— 

(a)  Dressed  carcases  subject  to  contamination  in  that  dressed 

carcases  hang  in  sections  wherein  live  animals  are  pulled  in, 
stunned,  bled,  gutted  and  dressed  or  scalded. 

(b)  Interpretation  of  carcase  examinations  and  incisions  by  Meat 

Inspector  restricted  and  limited.  Infections  such  as  tubercle 
or  cysticercosis  which  are  communicable  to  man,  not  easily 
discernible. 

(c)  Dressed  carcases  to  be  examined  by  Meat  Inspector  under  circum¬ 

stances  not  free  from  flowing  blood  and  filth,  interference, 
splashing,  or  danger  from  slaughtering  or  dressing  processes. 
Conditions  such  as  above,  if  allowed  to  continue,  will  interfere  with 
measures  for  safeguarding  public  health.  Improved  arrangements  for 
hygienic  food  production,  hanging  and  transfer  of  dressed  carcases,  and 
inspection,  are  essential  if  slaughtering  is  to  continue  on  present  scale. 
Otherwise,  throughput  should  be  restricted  to  local  butchers'  require¬ 
ments  such  as  operated  pre-war 

METHOD  OF  MEAT  INSPECTION 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Memo  3 /Meat,  as  far  as  is 
reasonably  practicable. 
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ANTE-MORTEM  AND  POST-MORTEM  INSPECTIONS 

Inspection  of  all  carcases  is  carried  out  several  times  daily,  includ¬ 
ing  evenings  and  week-ends.  Ante-mortem  inspections  before  slaughter, 
or  post-mortem  at  the  time  of  slaughter  cannot  on  every  occasion  be 
carried  out  owing  to  other  duties  of  inspector. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION 

TABLE  SHOWING  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Inspections  under  Number 

Housing  (1936)  Act  .  261 

Housing  (Public  Health)  Acts)  ...  ...  ..  ...  191 

Accommodation  of  Housing  Applicants  (Rooms,  etc.)  ...  26 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Food  Premises,  Kitchens,  Vehicles  and  Licensed  Premises  177 
Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  936 

Drains  (Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  Tests)  .  8 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  450 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (P.FI.  Act)  .  ...  59 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tents  and  Caravans  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises  ..  ..  ...  ...  13 

Premises  Fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease. 

Age  of  Patient. 

( 

U 

<D 

c 

> 

£ 

"3* 

O 

0 

1—1 

1— (  (N) 

1  | 
<0  r-H 

1 

CO 

ON 

1 

r-H 

1 

0 

<N 

1 

in 

T3 

G 

G 

M 

rj 

4-> 

O 

in 

r-H 

rH 

ca 

H 

m 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Measles 

2  40 

44 

103 

8 

1 

198 

Pneumonia 

—  1 

— — . 

1 

1 

... 

3 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(Paralytic)  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(Non-Paralytic) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

(Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

(Other  Forms) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1955  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names 
of  thirty-six  males  and  thirty-one  females  who  normally  reside  within 
the  district. 

During  the  year  six  new  cases  were  notified,  three  Pulmonary  and 
three  Non-Pulmonary;  and  two  cases  moved  into  the  district. 

During  the  same  period,  one  person  recovered  and  two  left  the 
district. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  SECTION  26. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages). 


Disease. 


Males  Females  Total 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  3 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  1 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  9 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bronchitis  .  . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  — - 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 


diseases  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  3 

43 


1 

6 

11 

2 

9 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 


43 


2 

4 

8 

14 

13 

1 

18 

12 

4 
1 
1 

5 
3 

86 


ADDENDUM 

Extracts  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  Statement  at  the  Inquiry  into  new  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  held  on  18th  October,  1955. 

,  IhC  sub)ect  ol  tbis  Inquiry  is  an  application  bv  the  Borough  Council 
for  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 'local  Government  to 

disposal1”8  °f  3  °an  °f  £1 17,160  for  the  Purpose  of  sewerage  and  sewage 

®stimate1of  the  c°st  of  ihe  scheme  totalling  £117,160  was  pre- 
pared  m  January  last  year,  and  it  is.  therefore,  most  likely  that  the  costs 
will  have  increased  since  that  date 

in  ,JhTre  arl Very  few  records  relating  to  the  existing  sewerage  system 

shice  thatWdate  W  aTar  ‘k3*  St  WaS  estabIished  about  186^  and 

development  S  haVf  been  extended  as  required  for  new 

the  ‘TowSneVDftrh°’f  simply  .enter?  what  is  known  locally  as 

low?  Dltch,  and  after  traversing  that  ditch  for  approximately 

Ri^eLiUnterS  the  River  Arrow  which  ™ 

detaifhby  myPCoundlT  SnLTinf tinier  ^“shenton)  cantoadiv 
be  divided  into  two  parts  (i)  the  provision  of  a  proper  sewage  disposal 
orks,  and  (11)  the  re-construction  of  a  number  of  sewers  in  the  Town 
with  a  view  to  preventing  infiltration  of  sub-soil  wate^into  the  syltem 

The  site  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the  disposal  works  is* 

agreed  to  sdf  th™ land  f  Brasenose  Colle§e  who  some  years  ago 
agreed  to  sell  the  land,  and  terms  w^erp  settled  bv  the  District  Vainer 

Department.*"6  D'StriC'  Valuer’s  rep0»  a'«>  bUn  submitted  to'The 
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Details  of  the  scheme  as  submitted  to  the  Department  have  also 
been  submitted  to  the  Herefordshire  County  Council.  That  Authority 
was  also  asked  for  a  contribution  towards  the  annual  costs.  In  July 
1954  the  County  Council  also  undertook  to  make  a  grant  towards  the 
cost  of  the  scheme,  the  amount  of  which  will  be  determined  at  a  later 
date,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  amount  of  the  grant  will  be  no  less 
generous  than  that  which  is  already  made  to  the  Hereford  City  Council 
and  which  is  equal  to  approximately  one-third.  I  am  authorised  to 
state  that  this  position  has  not  been  altered  in  any  way  by  the  County 
Council. 

In  regard  to  the  financial  implications  involved  I  am  instructed  by 
my  Council  to  state  that  they  are  very  concerned  at  the  additional  burden 
which  will  be  placed  on  the  Ratepayers  as  a  result  of  this  scheme. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  estimated  increase  in  the  Rate  in  the 
£  will  amount  to  4s.  lid.  unless  grants  are  forthcoming.  Allowing  for 
a  grant  equal  to  one-third  of  the  cost  from  the  County  Council  the  re¬ 
sultant  increase  in  the  local  R.ate  will  amount  to  approximately  three 
shillings  and  threepence,  and  I  am  to  express  the  hope  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  give  very  serious  consideration  to  a  grant  being  made  avail¬ 
able  from  National  Funds. 

Although  Leominster  itself  is  a  Borough  it  is  very  largely  of  rural 
character. 

In  regard  to  development  generally  in  the  Borough,  my  Council  is 
anxious  to  attract  new  light  industries  with  a  view  to  providing  employ¬ 
ment  for  many  residents  who  at  the  present  time  have  to  travel  to 
Hereford  and  other  surrounding  Towns,  but  it  is  not  anticipated  at  this 
stage  that  the  population  of  the  Borough  is  likely  to  increase  to  anv 
appreciable  extent. 

The  question  of  population  has  been  discussed  on  a  number  of  oc¬ 
casions  recently,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  Development  Plan 
prepared  by  the  Local  Planning  Authority.  Under  the  Development 
Plan  it  was  hoped  to  have  increased  the  population  to  7,000  oy  1971,  and 
the  scheme  as  submitted  has  been  designed  to  deal  with  a  population 
of  7,500.  If  it  is  possible  for  this  small  estimated  increase  to  be  achieved 
it  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for  further  houses  to  be  erected,  and  the 
Wye  River  Board  do  now  very  definitely  object  to  any  further  untreated 
sewage  being  allowed  to  enter  the  river. 

My  Council  have  also  a  very  substantial  slum  clearance  programme 
to  deal  with,  and  it  is  important  that  house  building  should  not  be  inter¬ 
fered  with  if  the  present  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  are  to  be 
remedied. 

At  the  present  time  the  River  Board  require  sedimentation  tanks  to 
be  constructed  in  connection  with  all  new  developments,  the  cost  of 
which,  if  this  scheme  is  to  go  forward,  is  unnecessary  and  certainly  an 
uneconomical  method  of  dealing  with  the  proposal  from  my  Council’s 
stand  point. 

In  conclusion,  therefore,  it  can  be  said  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
that  in  order  that  development  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the 
Borough,  it  is  necessary  for  a  proper  sewage  disposal  plant  to  be  pro¬ 
vided. 

The  members  are  fully  conscious  of  the  added  burden  on  the  Rate¬ 
payers  which  will  result  from  the  scheme,  and  once  again  I  have  to  ex¬ 
press  the  hope  that  the  Minister  will  give  sympathetic  consideration  to 
the  application  which  has  been  made  for  a  grant. 
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Extracts  of  evidence  presented  bv  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

The  decision  of  the  Leominster  Borough  Council  to  provide  plant 
for  the  treatment  of  sewage  from  the  Borough  and  to  instal  the  new 
sewers  that  are  required  in  connection  with  the  scheme,  has  my  support, 
in  principal,  because  it  will  bring  to  an  end  the  discharge  of  raw  sewage 
into  the  River  Arrow. 

In  the  case  of  the  majority  of  towns  in  England,  sewage  treatment 
works  are  an  absolute  necessity  because  without  them  the  disposal  of 
liquid  waste  materials  would  be  impossible.  That  is  not  so  in  the  case 
of  Leominster  Borough.  The  Borough  is  able  to  dispose  of  its  sewage  at 
the  present  time  without  disturbing  the  comfort  or  affecting  the  health 
of  any  community  or  individuals  as  far  as  I  am  aware.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  the  health  of  residents  in  Leominster  Borough  has  been 
adversely  affected  in  past  years,  in  any  recognisable  way,  by  the  absence 
of  a  treatment  plant.  Nor  can  it  be  claimed  that  the  health  of  our  people 
will  be  improved,  or  even  may  be  improved,  as  a  result  of  the  treatment 
of  the  sewage. 

As  a  market  town  serving  the  needs  of  the  surrounding  agricultural 
area  we  do  not  expect  that  our  population  will  increase  substantially 
during  the  forseeable  future.  Our  new  housing  projects  are  intended 
solely  for  the  needs  of  persons  already  resident  within  the  Borough. 
Though  the  treatment  plant  has  been  designed  to  serve  7,500  persons 
(and  our  estimated  population  for  the  last  year  was  6,130  persons)  this 
has  been  done  merely  to  ensure  against  unforeseen  changes. 

It  is  clear  that  I  cannot  put  forward  a  case  for  the  construction  of 
the  treatment  plant  now  on  grounds  of  population  increase  or  of  an 
anticipated  increase. 

• 

The  cost  of  providing  this  sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  scheme 
is  very  substantial  for  a  town  of  the  size  of  Leominster,  and  it  will  prove 
to  be  a  heavy  burden  on  the  ratepayers.  The  increased  rates  (and  rents) 
that  the  lower  wage-earning  groups  are  being  called  on  to  pay  will,  I 
fear,  materially  reduce  the  proportion  of  income  available  for  the  other 
necessities  of  life.  This  may  lead  to  a  lowering  of  resistance  to  disease 

and  produce  ill  health,  especially  in  families  having  young  children. 

- - 

The  sewage  we  discharge  into  +he  Arrow  is  fresh,  it  is  dilute  and  is 
largely  domestic  and  non-industrial  in  character.  The  harmful  effects  on 
the  river  are  less  and  the  natural  self-purification  processes  in  the  river 
are  playing  their  part,  as  they  have  done  over  very  many  years,  in  pre¬ 
venting  grave  and  dangerous  pollution  of  the  water. 

In  view  of  the  size  and  urgency  of  our  local  housing  problem,  which 
is  a  matter  of  the  most  anxious  concern  to  my  Council,  and  in  view  of 
the  human  distress  that  is  so  closely  associated  with  overcrowding  and 
bad  housing  conditions  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  essential  that  our  housing 
programme  be  proceeded  with  now  without  further  interruption.  The 
present  policy  of  the  Wye  River  Board  has  the  effect  of  virtually  pro¬ 
hibiting  further  council  house  construction  in  Leominster  until  our 
sewage  plant  has  been  provided.  In  that  connection  I  must  stress  that 
our  proposed  new  houses  are  for  persons  already  resident  in  the  Borough 
so  there  will  be  no  significant  increase  in  the  quantity  of  sewage;  nor  is 
there  any  likelihood  that  the  health  of  the  general  public  will  suffer  from 
a  continuance  of  the  present  arrangements  for  a  further  period  of  years. 

In  the  circumstances  I  am  left  with  no  option  but  to  support  the 
Scheme.  At  the  same  time  I  wish  to  support  the  plea  of  the  Town  Clerk 
that  substantial  grants  be  made  to  ease  the  burden  on  our  Ratepayers. 
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